RESOLUTION

OF THE

UNION COUNTY UTILITIES AUTHORITY

Approved as to form:
%f///? fer %74//4 Clerk
Approved as to sufficiency of funds:

;;hlv CM/&(D , Acting Comptroller
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Resolution No.: 34-2025
Date: May 21, 2025

AUTHORIZING CME ASSOCIATES IN THE DEVELOPMENT AND
IMPLEMENTATION OF AN INVASIVE SPECIES CONTROL
PROGRAM WITHIN THE AUTHORITY’S RIVERFRONT PARK.

WHEREAS, the Union County Utilities Authority (the “Authority”) owns certain property
adjacent to the Union County Resource Recovery Facility, a portion of which has been
dedicated for use as park land, currently known as Riverfront Park within the City of Rahway;
and

WHEREAS, the Authority has determined that it is necessary and appropriate to
institute a program aimed at removing and controlling invasive plant species within Riverfront
Park while providing for the regrowth and planting of native species; and

WHEREAS, the Authority previously procured the services of CME Associates as the
Authority’s general consulting engineering firm to provide a wide range of engineering
services as needed by the Authority through the date of the Authority’s reorganization meeting
in February 2025; and

WHEREAS, at the Authority’s request and as part of its existing professional services
contract with the Authority, CME Associates has furnished a proposal to assist the Authority
in developing and implementing the above referenced program in a timely and cost effective
manner, including procuring required NJDEP permits, developing a landscaping plan,
assisting the UCUA in the procurement of qualified vendors to perform certain work in
connection with invasive species removal and control, and coordinating the program with
UCUA contractors.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Union County Utilities Authority as
follows.

1. The aforesaid recitals are incorporated herein as though fully set forth at length.

2. The Authority hereby authorizes CME Associates to provide the services necessary
for the development and implementation of an invasive species control program, as
set forth in CME Associates’ May 16, 2025 proposal, in an amount not to exceed
$43,500.



3. The Authority hereby authorizes an increase in the cap for CME Associates for their
contract with the Authority to account for the services described herein for an additional
$43,500 for a total cap not to exceed $93,500.

4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately.
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May 16, 2025
Attn: Linda Stender, Executive Director
Union County Utilities Authority
1499 US Highway One
Rahway, New Jersey

Re: Proposal for Environmental Services for Riverfront Park Invasive Control
Block 338, Lot 9
City of Rahway, Union County, NJ
CME File No.: 115.UC00052.P00

Dear Ms. Stender,

CME Associates (“CME”) is pleased to submit for your consideration this Proposal for
Environmental Services for Riverfront Park Invasive Control.

PROJECT UNDERSTANDING

CME will provide Environmental Consulting Services to obtain the required NJDEP permitting to
apply herbicide treatments for the control of invasive species at Riverfront Park. It is understood
that the Authority obtained a NJDEP Permit in 2000, which required approximately 0.84 acres of
wetland mitigation. Based on a site visit with potential herbicide contractors, it is estimated that
there is approximately 1.80 acres of phragmites that should be treated. In addition to the
phragmites treatment, it is understood that the Authority is interested in removing the invasive
Tree of Heaven along the waterfront and replanting 10 black willow trees and 10 river birch trees,
as well as other native grass species.

CONSULTING AND MUNICIPAL ENGINEERS LLC
NJ CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORIZATION NO. 24GA28359000
Barnegat « Berlin - Camden ¢ East Brunswick « Howell « Parlin
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Linda Stender, Executive Director May 16, 2025
Union County Utilities Authority Page 2
Re: Proposal for Environmental Services

Riverfront Park Invasive Control

Scope of Work

CME Associates will provide the following services to facilitate this project:
A. NJDEP Permit Procurement

The proposed herbicide treatment will be regulated under the Coastal Zone Management
Rules (as found at N.J.A.C. 7:7) and the Freshwater Wetlands Protection Act Rules (as
found at N.J.A.C. 7:7A).

Coastal Zone Management Rules

The proposed treatment is located within the riparian zone of the tidal Rahway River. The
Rahway River is classified as an SE2 and SE3 river by the NJDEP (according to the rules
found within the Surface Water Quality standards found at N.J.A.C. 7:9B) and as a result
will require a 50-foot riparian zone (as found at N.J.A.C. 7:13-4.1). As such, the proposed
herbicide treatment will be permittable with a Coastal Zone Management General Permit
24 (as found at N.J.A.C. 7:7-6.24).

A Coastal Zone Management General Permit 24 — Habitat creation, restoration,
enhancement, and living shoreline activities — will permit the proposed herbicide treatment
given all the requirements found at N.J.A.C. 7:7-6.24 are met. Applicable activities include
the management of vegetation in order to increase habitat diversity or control nuisance
flora. This permit will require an eligible sponsor that will endorse the activities in writing.
Itis assumed that the Authority will be able to assist in coordinating with the City of Rahway
to obtain an endorsement. The project will be consistent with the requirements of the
Wetlands Act of 1970, the Waterfront Development Law, and the Coastal Area Facility
Review Act. The herbicide treatment will improve values and functions of the surrounding
ecosystem and will disturb the minimum amount of special areas as is necessary. Project
activities will not decrease the total combined area of special areas on site.

There is no permit fee related to this general permit.

Freshwater Wetland Protection Act Rules

Nearby freshwater wetlands will have a 50’ freshwater wetland transition area required by
the NJDEP (as found at N.J.A.C. 7:7A-3.3), based on our desktop assessment of the
environmental conditions revealed within the NJDEP’s GeoWeb online GIS resource. It
appears that the proposed improvements are located within freshwater wetlands, wetlands
transition area, and/or State open waters. As such, the herbicide treatment will be
permittable under a Freshwater Wetlands General Permit 16.
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Re: Proposal for Environmental Services

Riverfront Park Invasive Control

A Freshwater Wetlands General Permit 16 — Creation, restoration, and enhancement of
habitat and water quality functions and values — will permit the proposed treatment given
all the requirements found at N.J.A.C. 7:7A-7.16 are met. Applicable activities include the
management of vegetation in order to increase habitat diversity or control invasive flora.
This permit will require an eligible sponsor that will endorse the activities in writing. It is
assumed that the Authority will be able to assist in coordinating with the City of Rahway
to obtain an endorsement. The herbicide treatment will improve values and functions of
the surrounding ecosystem. Project activities will not decrease the total combined area of
freshwater wetlands, transition area, and State open waters on site.

There is no permit fee related to this general permit.

Wetland Delineation

Given wetlands exist on site, CME will field delineate any wetlands within the project area,
utilizing the methodologies outlined in the Federal Manual for Identifying and Delineating
Jurisdictional Wetlands (1989), as required by the NJDEP under the Freshwater Wetlands
Protection Act Rules. The wetland/upland boundaries will be determined based upon field
examination of topography, hydrology, soils, and vegetation characteristics at the site.
Additionally, CME will also identify top of bank for the Rahway River to accurately
represent the riparian zone associated with the State open water adjacent to the site. Top
of bank is typically characterized by an observable change or break in the slope of the
land along a regulated water.

NJDEP Permit Plans

In accordance with the checklist requirements for a CZM GP 24 and FWWL GP 16, CME
Associates will prepare permit plans that depict existing features, freshwater wetlands,
State open waters, land cover and vegetation, and the proposed regulated activities.

NJDEP Review Timeline

It should be noted that freshwater wetland permits do not have a review clock. However,
given this wetland permit will be applied for in conjunction with the coastal zone permit, it
is anticipated the permits will be approved together under the coastal zone 90-120-day
review clock.
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Re: Proposal for Environmental Services

Riverfront Park Invasive Control

B. Herbicide Application and Invasive Control Coordination

CME will coordinate with a qualified/certified contractor employed by the Authority who will
perform the herbicide application on the Phragmites and obtain the necessary aquatic use
permit. It is anticipated that this will be achieved by treating the phragmites with Imazapyr,
or equivalent herbicide, via a UTV along the river bank and within the two basins. This
herbicide application is recommended to be applied to the phragmites between August
and September. In addition to the herbicide application, the phragmites will be mowed
within the two basins and along the riverfront where feasible, and hand cut where access
is not possible with a larger machine. Mowing should take place a minimum of 6 weeks
post treatment or can occur anytime in the fall/winter.

It is understood that the Authority is interested in removing Tree of Heaven along the
riverfront. As such, CME’s Tree Expert will conduct a site visit to identify, mark, and locate
the trees to be removed. It is understood that the Authority will utilize their landscapers to
remove the trees. CME’s Tree Expert will be available to assist in sourcing the 10 new
black willow and 10 new river birch trees and can provide guidance on appropriate planting
techniques. This proposal does not include costs associated with purchasing or installing
the trees. It should be noted that native plant revegetation should not take place in the
area of the treated phragmites for at least a year to allow enough time to establish the
success of the herbicide application.

C. Landscaping Plan

CME will prepare a restorative landscape plan for the areas adjacent to the Raritan River
and bounded by the trail as well as two stormwater basins. The plan will be prepared by
a licensed landscape architect and will include planting notes, planting details, and a plant
schedule. Plant selection will focus on those plants native to the area and suited to the
unique conditions of the site. Plant types will include 2” grass plugs to grow in intertidal
areas, as well as small trees (4-6 ft. whips) and shrubs (2-3 ft.). Our office will specify
exclusion fencing to reduce browse by waterfowl and deer. Interpretative signage will also
be specified for public education and awareness. A maintenance plan will be prepared
with a schedule for future maintenance work.

D. Bid Phase Services

This phase will include the following services to publicly bid the restorative landscaping
project in accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law:

1. Provide Bid Documents to prospective bidders, as needed;
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Re: Proposal for Environmental Services
Riverfront Park Invasive Control
2. Answer prospective bidder’s request for information;
3. Provide Addenda for clarification of project specifications;
4. Attend Bid Openings;

5. Analyze responsible bids and recommend contract award;

Limitations

1. Any services that are not specifically included within the above Scope of Services are
excluded. CME is available to provide additional services and will provide a separate proposal
for those services.

2. Field surveying is excluded from this proposal.

3. This proposal does not include any additional permits or studies required by the NJDEP other
than what has been included above.

4. This proposal does not include any mitigation services other than what has been included
above.

5. This proposal does not include obtaining an aquatic use permit or performing the herbicide

application.
Fee Summary
NJDEP Permit ProCurement.........ccouiiiiiiieiiiiiiiii i ssierasssassesarssnssasnsnsnsnes $25,500.00
Herbicide Application and Invasive Control Coordination...........c......cccccineee. $4,000.00
Landscaping Plan..........couiiiiiiiiiiii e e e e $9,000.00
Bid Phase SerViCeS. . .iiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i et isia e rsan s sanrasnrasansasasnnrarrennrsses $5,000.00
1O 1 - $43,500.00

The budget contained in this proposal is the firm’s best estimate of the effort required to carry out
the project. The Authority will be billed for the actual effort expended to implement the proposed
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Riverfront Park Invasive Control

Scope of Services on a time and material basis in accordance with CME’s hourly billing rates and
other expenses associated with the project. CME will not exceed the approved budget without
obtaining prior approval of the Authority.

Should you require additional information or should you have any questions concerning the
enclosed proposal, please contact me at (732) 951-2101 to discuss them with you in more detail
and provide clarification as necessary.

Very truly yours,
CME Associates

R T

Behram Turan, P.E., LSRP
Senior Vice President

Enclosures

Rate Schedule (attached)
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AUTHORITY CONSULTING ENGINEERING SERVICES
GENERAL CONDITIONS AND HOURLY RATE SCHEDULE TO JANUARY 1, 2026

Program MaNagGET.........coui it e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeas $223.00 Per Hour
ProjeCt MANAGET .... ... e $222.00 Per Hour
Senior Professional Engineer/Project Leader............occuvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e $220.00 Per Hour
Professional Engineer, ENvironmental ..............cooiiiiiiiiiee e $218.00 Per Hour
Assoc. Professional Engineer, Environmental............ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e $209.00 Per Hour
Professional ENGINEET ........oo e $218.00 Per Hour
Project Engineer, Environmental.............cuuiiiiiiiiiiiee e $206.00 Per Hour
Associate Professional ENGINEET ............coii i $209.00 Per Hour
Project Engineer/Senior Designer [l ............ooovi i $206.00 Per Hour
ENgiNeer/Senior DESIGNEN .........oii et e e $198.00 Per Hour
Associate ENGINEEr/DESIGNET ......ccoiiuiiiiiiiee ettt e e e e ae e s $175.00 Per Hour
Engineer, Environmental ... $198.00 Per Hour
Associate Engineer, Environmental..........cccccoiiiiiiiiiii i $175.00 Per Hour
Y=Y T o] RS Yotl=Y o 1] OSSR $224.00 Per Hour
Lead Scientist/Senior GEOIOGISt ..........ooiuiiiiiiieei e $204.00 Per Hour
Scientist/Project GEOIOGIST..........eiii e $195.00 Per Hour
Associate Scientist/Staff Geologist..........cccceviiiiiiiiii $164.00 Per Hour
Environmental TeChNICIAN ...........uiiiiii e $132.00 Per Hour
Professional SUIVEYOT .........oociiiiiiiie e a e e nnraeee s $211.00 Per Hour
YU YA .= TaE= o =Y SRS $191.00 Per Hour
Party ChIET.... ..ottt e et e et e e e ebe e $167.00 Per Hour
RODOtIC Total Station ........c.eieiiieiee e $ 84.00 Per Hour
SUIVEY TECNNICIAN ...ttt e e e e e e e e e e e s s entbaeeeeeeeeannnnes $143.00 Per Hour
Chief Construction Manager...........ouiiieiiei et e e e e e neee s $200.00 Per Hour
CoNSIrUCHION MANAGET ......ceiiiiiiiiiieiee et e e e e e e e e e e e s aaaaeeeeeeesnnnnes $192.00 Per Hour
Senior Construction TEChNICIAN...........coiiiiiie e $180.00 Per Hour
Construction TECNICIAN ........oiiiiiiiiiiiee e e e e e e e e $150.00 Per Hour
Associate Construction TEChNICIaN ..........cocciiiiiiii e $143.00 Per Hour
T8 o] oTo ] 1S - SRR $129.00 Per Hour
DIONE PilOt ... ..ttt ettt et e et e et e e et e e e e ereeeeteeeeneaea $159.00 Per Hour
[ (o] L= I =Yoo o] (o - 1 o $ 86.00 Per Hour
CAD TECRNICIAN. ....ciiiiiieeeiee e e e e e e e e e e e e aeeeeeeeeenas $173.00 Per Hour
Senior Landscape ArChiteCt......... oo $194.00 Per Hour
Landscape ArChiteCt...........oooo oo $176.00 Per Hour
Certified Tree EXPEert ... .o e e e $158.00 Per Hour
Associate Landscape DeSIGNEr ...........uuuiiiiiiiiiiiiieee et $145.00 Per Hour
PrinCIpal PIann@r ... ... et $214.00 Per Hour
Professional PIANNEr ..........ooo et $206.00 Per Hour
ST a1l = o 1= SRS $179.00 Per Hour
PLANNET ...ttt ettt et e et e et e e aabe e abeeabeeaas $151.00 Per Hour
ST a1 gl == o LY oo USSR $224.00 Per Hour
Executive Leadership ... $246.00 Per Hour
Executive Leadership, Environmental ... $224.00 Per Hour

k AUTH25E.doc




ASSOCIATES

Invoices - CME Associates (CME) will submit invoices to Client monthly and a final invoice upon completion of services. Payment is due upon presentation of invoice and is
past due thirty days from invoice date. Client agrees to pay a finance charge of one and one-half percent per month, or the maximum rate allowed by law, on past due
accounts. In the event that the invoice is not paid voluntarily and promptly, and must therefore be referred to an attorney or agency for collection, the Client agrees to pay a
collection fee equal to the actual attorney or agency collection fee incurred by CME. Overtime rates are applicable after eight hours Monday through Friday, and all day

Saturday and Sunday, and charged at one and one-half times the quoted rate. Holidays are charged at two times the quoted rate. Expenses incurred for reproduction,
postage handling, photographs and for services including subconsultants equipment and facilities not furnished by CME are charged to the Client at cost plus fifteen percent.
Automobile travel may be charged at the current rate per mile allowed by the Internal Revenue Service.

Standard of Care - Services performed by CME under this Agreement will be conducted in a manner consistent with that level of care and skill ordinarily exercised by members
of the profession currently practicing under similar conditions. NO OTHER WARRANTY, EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, IS MADE.

Contaminated Material - It is understood that CME is not, and has no responsibility as a handler, generator, operator, treater or storer, transporter or disposer of hazardous or
toxic substances found or identified at any site. Client shall undertake or arrange for, either directly or indirectly through other contractors, the handling, removal, treatment,
storage, transportation and disposal of hazardous substances or constituents found or identified at any site.

Utilities - In the execution of the work, CME will take all reasonable precautions to avoid damage or injury to subterranean structures or utilities. The Client agrees to hold CME
harmless for any damages to subterranean structures which are not called to CME's attention and/or not correctly shown on the plans furnished.

Right of Entry/Worksite - Client will provide for right of entry for CME personnel and equipment necessary to complete the work. While CME will take all reasonable
precautions to minimize any damage to the property it is understood by Client that in the normal course of some damage may occur, the correction of which is not part of this
agreement.

Client shall furnish or cause to be furnished to CME all documents and information known to Client that relate to the identity, location, quantity, nature or characteristics of any
hazardous or toxic substances at, on or under the site. In addition, Client will furnish or cause to be furnished such other information on surface and subsurface site conditions
required by CME for proper performance of its services. CME shall be entitled to rely on Client provided documents and information in performing the services required under
this Agreement; however, CME assumes no responsibility or liability for their accuracy or completeness.

CME will not direct, supervise or control the work of contractors or their subcontractors. CME services will not include a review or evaluation of the contractor's (or
subcontractor's) safety measures.

CME shall be responsible only for its activities and that of its employees on any site. Neither the professional activities nor the presence of CME or its employees or
subcontractors on a site shall imply that CME controls the operations of others, nor shall this be construed to be an acceptance by CME of any responsibility for jobsite safety.

Indemnification - To the full extent permitted by law, Client shall indemnify, defend and hold harmless CME and its subcontractors, consultants, agents, officers, directors and
employees (herein collectively referred to as Engineer) from and against all claims, damages, losses and expenses, whether direct, indirect or consequential, including but not
limited to fees and charges of attorneys and court and arbitration costs, arising out of or resulting from the services of work of Engineer or any claims against Engineer arising
from the acts, omissions of work of others, unless it is proven in a court of competent jurisdiction that the Engineer is guilty of negligence or willful misconduct in connection
with the services and such negligence or willful misconduct was the sole cause of the damages, claims and liabilities.

Client agrees to indemnify and hold harmless Engineer from and against all claims, damages, losses and expenses, direct or indirect, and consequential damages, including
but not limited to fees and charges of attorneys and court and arbitration costs, brought by any person or entity, or claims against Engineer which arise out of, are related to, or
are based upon, the actual or threatened dispersal, discharge, escape, release or saturation or smoke, vapors, soot, fumes, acids, alkalis, toxic chemical, radioactive materials,
liquids, gases or any other material, upon, in or into the surface or subsurface soil; water or watercourse; objects; or any tangible or intangible matter.

To the fullest extent permitted by law, such indemnification shall apply regardless of the fault, negligence, breach of warranty or contract or strict liability of Engineer. This
indemnification shall not apply to claims, damages, losses or expenses which are determined by a court of competent jurisdiction to be the sole result of negligence or willful
misconduct by the Engineer of obligations under this Agreement.

Limitations of Liability - CME's total liability to Client for any and all injuries, claims, losses, expenses or damages whatsoever arising out of, or in any way related to, this
Agreement from any cause or causes, including but not limited to CME's negligence, errors, omissions, strict liability, breach of contract or breach of warranty, shall not exceed
the total contract amount for the services provided by CME or $50,000, whichever is less.

In no event shall CME be liable for consequential damages, including, without limitation, loss of use or loss of profits, incurred by Client or their subsidiaries or successors,
regardless of whether such claim is based upon alleged breach of contract, willful misconduct, or negligent act or omission.

Professional services rendered for a Client shall be provided for that Client. The Client is responsible for the proper operation and use of the subject facilities and/or report and
nothing herein shall provide any rights to any third party. The Client, in authorizing CME to proceed, acknowledges that the professional responsibility is limited.

Termination - This Agreement may be terminated by either party upon fourteen (14) days written notice in the event of substantial failure by the other party to perform in
accordance with the terms hereof. Such termination shall not be effective if that substantial failure has been remedied before expiration of the period specified in the written
notice. In the event of termination, CME shall be paid for services performed to the termination notice date plus reasonable termination expenses.

In the event of termination, or suspension for more than three (3) months, prior to completion of all work contemplated by this Agreement, CME may complete such analyses
and records as are necessary to complete its files and may also complete a report on the services performed to the date of notice of termination or suspension. The expenses
of termination or suspension shall include all direct costs of CME in completing such analyses, records and reports.

Assigns - The Client may not delegate, assign, sublet or transfer his duties or interests in this Agreement without the written consent of CME.

This agreement shall not create any rights or benefits to parties other than the Client and CME, except such other rights as may be specifically called for herein.
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